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Funeral Sermon on Rev. 14, 13. 


Again the Lord has brought us face to face with eternity in the 
death of She departed this life on the —— at the grand old 
age of fourscore years and eight. Her death is the more noteworthy 
because she was the only surviving charter member of our local 
church. When this congregation was organized in 1883, she enrolled 
as one of its sixteen original communicant members, and with her 
has passed away the last remaining one of these. 

Now, beloved, I should gladly attempt a verbal picture of her 
whose earthly remains we are about to lay to rest in the bosom of 
the earth, and present her to you as she was in her prime, before the 
ever-increasing number of years gradually spread a veil over her 
mind and brought to a close the activities of a noble Christian life, 
but it was not my privilege to know her at that time. However, 
others who did know her testify that she was a zealous Christian, 
a faithful wife, a loving mother, and a kind neighbor, and that up 
to the time of her death her Bible, prayer-book, and hymnal were 
her daily companions. I consulted the records of the congregation, 
and I found that she was at all times a regular and frequent guest at 
the Lord’s Table, which all tends to confirm the testimony of her 
friends and relatives. Tell me, friend, how often you sincerely seek 
refreshment at the fount of grace, and I will tell you how faithful 
a disciple of Jesus you are. The more one’s soul partakes of Christ 
in the Gospel and Sacrament, the more one will become like the 
Master in life and conduct. 

And this is perfectly in harmony with the words of Holy Writ 
as recorded in our text. These words were dictated to St. John while 
he had a vision from heaven, informing him of things that are and 
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of things that are to come. These are the words that the voice from 
heaven commanded him to write, “Blessed are the dead which die 
in the Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may 
rest from their labors; and their works do follow them.” For your 
comfort and learning, dear mourners, let us now consider: — 


THE HEAVENLY ASSURANCE OF BLESSEDNESS 


AFTER DEATH, 
notieing 
1. To whom this assurance is given, and 
2. The lesson it contains for the lwing. 


1. 


“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord,” says the “voice 
from heaven.” We notice that these words do not speak of death 
in the abstract. Death in itself is something horrible, elosely asso- 
ciated with suffering and fear and sorrow and agony and anguish. 
Or does it not demand the separation of the soul from the body? 
And does not death spell corruption, “earth to earth, ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust,” for the body? And our senses by means of which 
enjoyment and pleasure come to be realized in us, smelling, tasting, 
hearing, seeing, feeling, does not death destroy them all? How, then, 
can you associate death with blessedness, which means happiness, 
gratification, enchantment, rapture, ecstasy, and paradise? And if 
death is the “wages,” that is, the punishment, of sin, how can there 
be blessedness in it? Did ever a man find happiness in punishment? 

Indeed! Not, Blessed is death, but, “Blessed are the dead.” But 
even these words, if they stood alone, would mean very little to us, — 
in fact, they would embody a contradiction. Separated from the 
context, these words: “Blessed are the dead,” bear a false comfort 
for those perhaps who are weary of life and to whom death means 
annihilation. But God did not tell John to write, “Blessed are the 
dead,” but, “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.” 

We know what the Bible teaches of those dead who do not die 
in the Lord. When the rich man of whom Jesus tells us was dead 
but a short time, we hear him pleading for a drop of water to cool 
his tongue. There is nothing blessed about that. Judas betrayed his 
Master for thirty pieces of silver, then hanged himself. If he could 
speak to us now, it would be of torture and torment only. From 
, comes the shocking report of a terrible theater catastrophe in 
which ninety-five people lost their lives. If they could return, the 
great majority, no doubt, if not all of them, would be willing to 
admit there was nothing enviable about their present state of exis- 
tence. From comes the news of the death of a Catholic prelate, 
a teacher of a system of theology that daily drives many faithful 
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souls to despair. Millions the world over are praying for the release 
of his soul from purgatory; they admit that he is not in heaven. 
If he could return, he would be a Protestant, protesting at least 
against one thing, the blessedness of all the dead. If it is said of 
those who worship the “beast,” “The smoke of their torment ascendeth 
up forever and ever; and they have no rest day nor night,” what less 
could be said of those who invite and cause people to worship 
“the beast?’ ? 

No, beloved, the assurance of blessedness is not for all the dead 
indiscriminately. The heavenly voice does not stop with the words, 
“Blessed are the dead,” but adds, “that die in the Lord.” Here is 
the key to the understanding of the text. In the light of these words 
every element of doubt must vanish. There is blessedness for the 
dead, but it is only for those who die in the Lord. What Lord? “In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.” The Word, God’s eternal Son, by whom all things 
were made and who upholds all things by the word of His power — 
that Lord. The Woman’s Seed that was to bruise the serpent’s head, 
the Seed of Abraham in which all nations should be blessed, the “holy 
thing,” born of the Virgin Mary and called “the Son of God,” Christ 
Jesus, the God-man — that is, Lord, of whom our text speaks; the 
Lawgiver become a subject of the Law for our redemption; the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sin of the world— that Lord. Hear 
Him groaning under the burden of our guilt in Gethsemane; behold 
Him breathing out His soul on the cross that death might lose its 
horror for us; listen to the wonderful story of the empty tomb, “He 
is risen; He is risen indeed,” so that now we might be justified 
before God and the grave might be powerless to hold us: He, God’s 
Son from eternity, made man in time, who suffered and died and 
rose again for the redemption of a lost world, He it is, and He alone, 
in whom you must die if you would rejoice hereafter. 

But to “die in the Lord,” what does it mean? Let Jesus tell you. 
He says, “God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.’ To die in the Lord is to pass out of this life, 
believing in the Lord as the Savior from sin and its awful conse- 
quences. St. Paul, for one, believed, and so he could say, “For me to 
die is gain.” Again, “I have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of glory.” To the Ephesians he writes, “By grace 
are ye saved through fa:ith,” and Jesus says to the possessor of this 
faith, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life.” Thus is described the man who dies in the Lord. To him is 
given the assurance of blessedness after death. And his state of 
perfect bliss begins at once. “From henceforth,” says the voice from 
heaven. There is no room for purgatory here. When you die in the 
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Lord, the angels are at your side ready to receive your soul and to 
bear it aloft into glory. 

Beloved mourners, there is not the slightest reason for assuming 
that she whose body we are now returning to the earth did not die 
in the Lord. On the contrary, we have every reason to believe that 
she has entered the blessedness prepared in heaven for the children 
of God. Thank God for His grace that was revealed in her, and 
permit His grace to be mighty in you also for the strengthening of 
your faith, for consolation in your sorrow, and for the eternal welfare 
of your soul. 


oe 


Having shown you for your comfort the heavenly assurance of 
blessedness as given to those who die in the Lord, let me now, for 
your learning, proceed to point out to you the necessary requirements 
for dying in the Lord. Though upon occasions such as this we 
naturally speak of the dead, the object must be at all times to aid 
the living. Preaching, such as Christ has commanded, has but one 
purpose, to point the sinner to Christ. Without Him there is no 
salvation. Bear in mind, then, my friends, that you, if you desire to 
die in the Lord when your hour of departure has come, must first 
live in the Lord. You must be born again, as Jesus puts it; you must 
repent of your sins and obtain forgiveness by faith in the cleansing 
blood of the Redeemer. Salvation cannot be bought, neither can you 
earn it with works of your own choosing, nor any other kind of works; 
it is a gift of God’s grace. Christ has prepared it for you, and He 
offers it to you freely and free in the means of grace, the Gospel 
and Sacraments. Christ commanded that all nations be baptized 
and taught in the way of salvation, and that includes you. He has 
promised that “whosoever believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” 
and again He said, “If ye continue in My Word, then are ye My 
disciples indeed, and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.” It is your Savior’s desire that you should live 
in Him. 

Therefore, my friend, do not procrastinate. It is dangerous to 
do so. Take the hand of grace that is extended to you, and let it 
lead you on. Grasp it to-day. Think not that matter may be safely 
postponed until the eve of your life. Eleventh-hour repentance is 
rare. The Bible mentions but one case of this kind, that of the 
malefactor on the cross, whereas we could point out thousands of 
cases where repentance did not take place in the hour of death. 
Oh, “be not deceived; God is not mocked”! “His Gospel is not 
a shoe-rag for any man to kick aside, thinking that God, because He 
is so patient and kind, will return it again. The blood of Christ is 
no cheap thing, because God offers it to sinners without money and 
without price. Let no man think that he can mistreat it and make 
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God offer it anew. There is a time when even God’s patience is at 
an end.” Now is the time of grace. Redeem the time by living in 
Christ. Of them that die in the Lord it is said, with reference to 
their earthly lives, “Here are they that keep the commandments of 
God, and the faith of Jesus,” and their blessedness after death is 
described in part in these words, as our text has it, “They rest from 
their labors; and their works do follow them.” 

“They rest from their labors,” God’s sleeping children do. Rest 
is appreciated by one who is tired. You will long for it when the 
night of your life arrives. Whether or not you will get what you 
desire then is a matter for Him to decide who knows of what kind 
your labors are and in what manner your time is spent. Many there 
be who labor a lifetime striving to accumulate wealth, others to 
attain honor, glory, and power in the world, still others to make the 
most of the enjoyments that this world has to offer. Many in so- 
called Christian circles labor continuously seeking excuses for failing 
to carry on the Lord’s work. Indeed, all these will be tired and weary 
and worn when the eve of their day arrives, but, unless there is re- 
pentance, there will be no rest for them in eternity. 

But well for you, on the other hand, my friends, if your labors 
consist in seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. 
Well for you if you love the habitation of the Lord and the place 
where His honor dwelleth. Well for you if you partake freely of the 
water of life as it is offered to you in the means of grace, for the 
strengthening of your faith towards the day of your departure out 
of this world. Well for you if you dedicate yourself, your body and 
soul and all that you have in a material way, to the service of Him 
who gave His life for you in order that His work may be done and 
His kingdom come. Well for you if your heart is aflame with 
a burning love for Christ and for your fellow-men, a love that will 
persuade you to come to the rescue wherever help is needed. For 
your works will follow you into eternity, and according to them will 
be the nature of your rest and blessedness in heaven. 

God be praised for the blessedness He has prepared in heaven 
for those who love Him! And may He give us grace to live in 
Christ, to lead a life of repentance and faith and love, in order that 
we may also die in Him to enter that blissful state 

Where the saints of all ages in harmony meet, 
Their Savior and brethren transported to greet, 
While the anthems of rapture unceasingly roll, 
And the smile of the Lord is the feast of the soul. 

God grant you, dear mourners, a happy reunion with your loved 

one in heaven, for Jesus’ sake! Amen. 


Stewardson, Il. C. TuHos. Sprrrz. 
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Dispofitionen über die neue epiftolifche Perifopenreihe der 
Synodalfonferenz.”) 


Erfter Sonntag des Wdvents. 
Rom. 1, 16—20. 


Chrijtus hat für alle Menjchen das Heil erworben. Ohne Chriftunr 
und fein Werk gäbe e3 feine Rettung für irgendeinen Sünder. Obmohl 
aber nun die Gnadenmahlzeit angerichtet und alles bereit ijt, fonnte 
doch fein Menfch in den Befit des Heils fommen. Cin Schab im Meer, 
unerreihbar für den Menfhen! Was fehlt nosh? Das Evangelium. 
Reden wir bom 


Evangelium. 
Wir fehen, 
1. was das Evangelium itt, 2. marum e3 fo nötig tft. 
a 


Was itt das Evangelium? Eine Botfhaft. Dadurdy 
twird etwas Fundgetan, was der Menfch vorher nicht toubte und fein 
Verftand des Menfden hätte ergrübeln fonnen. Der Menjch fennt nicht 
die Gedanfen feines Mitmenfden, viel weniger die Gedanfen des all= 
mweifen Gottes. Das „Geheimnis des Changelti”, Eph. 6,19; Kol. 1, 
26.27, mare Geheimnis geblieben, wenn Gott nicht felbit e3 geoffenbart 
hatte, 8.17. Wie hat Gott das Evangelium geoffenbart? Direft im 
Paradies, indireft duch Engel, Apoftel und Propheten. Infpira= 
tion; Bibel. 

Snhalt der Botihaft. Gute Botihaft. Nicht eine traurige 
Botichaft, wie Menfchen fie manchmal hören, fondern die befte, die je 
gehört worden ijt. Evangelium bon Chrifto, 2.16. Die Botfchaft, 
daß JCjus CHhriftus gefommen ijt in die Welt, die Sünder felig zu 
maden, daß er Menjch, unfer Bruder, geworden ijt, unfere Sünde auf 
jich genommen und durch Leiden und Sterben genuggetan hat, dak Gott 
nun mit allen Menfden berjohnt, um Ehrifti willen allen Menjhen 
qnadig ift. 

Qn unferm Lert heißt es: „Sintemal darin geoffenbart wird die 
Gerehtigfeit, die bor Gott gilt.” Wir mangeln des Ruhmes. 
Chrijtus hat die Gerechtigkeit erworben. Wie? Und diefe Gerechtigkeit 
gilt nun bor Gott. Damit fann man beftehen. Warum? BVollfommen. 

Was ift die Folge? Wird aus einem Sünder ein Geredter, fo 
fteht feiner Seligfett nidts mehr im Wege. Der Himmel fteht ihm offen. 


*) Im kommenden Kicchenjahr follen Entwürfe über die neue von der 
Synodalfonferenz angenommene epiftolif dhe Perifopenreihe geboten merden.. 
&3 wird beabfichtigt, die eine Hälfte der Texte diefer Reihe in diefem RKirdhenjahr 
gu behandeln. Wil’S Gott, wird die andere Hälfte das nächfte Jahr dranfommen. 

Die Nedaltion. 
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„an jeinem Reiche unter ihm leben.” Der Geredte Lebt feines Glauz 
bens, 8.17. Gr lebt immerdar, bier im Reiche der Gnade, dort im 
Reiche der Herrlichkeit. 

Und das alles frei und umfonft, ohne Geld. Du braucht 
nur zuzugreifen, anzunehmen, zu glauben. „Macht jelig alle, die daran 
glauben“, 8.16. Welcher Unterfchied zwischen der Hriftlichen Religion 
und allen heidnifchen Religionen! 

Was das Evangelium den Menfchen verfündigt, da3 aibt und 
ihenft es ihnen aud. Kein leerer Schall, Anwünfhung, niet bloß 
ihöne Gejdhidte, fondern e3 gibt, was die Worte fagen und tie fie 
lauten. Wenn ein Richter den Verurteilten freifpricht, jo ift mit diefen 
Worten Leben und Freiheit gefdenft. Wenn der HErr fpricht: „Friede 
jet mit euch!” fo ift aud) Friede mit Gott. 

Herrlide Wirfung der Bot{dHaft. Weil fein Menich 
Das Evangelium aus eigener Vernunft und Kraft annehmen oder glauz 
ben fann, fo wirft das Evangelium nun auch, daß der Menfd die 
Heilsgüter annimmt. C8 ijt eine Kraft, B. 16, ein lebendiges Wort, 
1 Petr. 1,23, da3 da ausrichtet, was fein Menfch zujtande bringen fann. 
&3 erleuchtet den Verjtand, bringt Licht in die Finfternis, die bas Exrdz- 
reich bededt. C3 verändert des Menfden Wille, gibt den Heiligen Geift, 
Gal. 3,2, wirft den Glauben. „So fommt der Glaube aus der Prez 
digt”, Rom. 10,17. Und damit fommt der Menjdh in den Vefib aller 
Himmlifhen Güter. Wer an den glaubt, der ift gerecht. 

Wie fann das Evangelium folche große Dinge tun? &3 ijt eine 
Kraft Gottes. Obmohl durch Menfden verfündigt, dod) Gottes 
Wort. Nicht ausgedacdht von Menjden, nicht erfunden von den Weijen 
Diefer Welt, fondern von Gott gelehrt. Der eingeborne Sohn, der in 
des Vater3 Schoß ijt, der hat e3 uns verfündigt. Und in diefem Wort 
fommt der HErr nun felbjt an den Menfden heran und flopft an feine 
Herzenstiir an. Darum diefe Kraft, Geijt und Leben! 

Das Evangelium ijt überall fraftig, unter allen Menjchen ohne 
Anfehen der Perfon. „Die Yuden vornehmlih und auch die Griechen”, 
3.16. Bei den Juden fingen die Apoftel an. „Anheben zu Serufalem“, 
Luft. 24, 47. Aber diefelbe Kraft erwies fich unter den Griechen. 
Ginerlei ob arm oder reich, ob man das Wort in der Kirche hört oder zu 
Haufe jelbit in der Bibel Tieft, ob der Paftor, der eS predigt, felbft ein 
Chrift ift oder nicht. Gold in der Hand eines Diebes ift und bleibt Gold. 
Kräftig zu allen Zeiten. 

Diejes Evangeliums braucht fich wahrlich fein Menfch zu fhämen. 
„Sch fohame mich de3 Gvangelit bon Ehrifto nicht“, 8.16. 3 gab eine 
Zeit, wo aud) Paulus fich deifen jhämte. Doch melde Veränderung 
ging mit ihm vor, al3 das Evangelium auf ihn einwirftel Mun predigte 
er e8 frei auf den Gafjen, in Schulen, in Häufern. 

Bernunftitolge, Tugendhelden, Aufgeflärte veradten das Evan 
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gelium. Uber diefes Evangeliums braucht jich fein Menfd zu fdamen, 
weder in Rom nod in Chicago, weder unter Farmern und Minen 
arbeitern nod) unter Ärzten, Profefforen und Gelehrten. Denn eS ift 
eine Gottesfraft, felig zu maden alle, die daran glauben. 


2. 

Wie nötig ift das Evangelium! G8 ijt das einzige 
Mittel, die Menfden bon dem Borne Gottes zu retten. 

Sm Gegenjak zur Offenbarung der Gerechtigkeit, die vor Gott 
gilt, redet unfer Tert auch von einer Offenbarung de8 Bornes 
Gottes über alle Gottlofigfeit und Ungeredhtigfeit der Menfchen, 
8.18. Die Menfchen find bon Natur gottlos und ungeredht und darum 
dem Borne Gottes verfallen. Wehe, wenn Gott zürntl Diefer Born, 
zunädjft innerlich in Gott, wird „offenbart“, 3.18, fommt nieder 
auf die Menjden als Strafe, Geriht und Verdammni3. „QVom Him- 
mel”, bom Gib des Gemaltigen, ergießt fi der Born, {chon jebt hier 
und da, aber erjt recht am Siingjten Tage. „Du Haufeft dir felbjt den 
Zorn auf den Tag des Bornes und der Offenbarung de3 gerechten 
Gottes.“ Dann wird fein Gottlofer dem Born entfliehen fünnen. 

Das haben die Gottlofen verdient. Gie Halten die Wahrheit 
in Ungerechtigfeit auf, 8.18. Sie widerjeten fi der Wahrheit, unter= 
drüden fie, und das tun fie durch Ungerechtigkeit. Sie dienen der Un= 
gerechtigfeit, fo daß die Wahrheit in ihrem Herzen nit Wurzel fallen 
fann. Das fann man an den Ungläubigen fort und fort bemerfen. 

Sie tun e3 auch wider bejjeres Wijjen. Denn dag man meiß, 
daß es einen Gott gibt, ijt ihnen offenbar, 8.19. Gott hat e3 ihnen 
fundgetan. Natürlide Gotteserfenntnis. Der unfihtbare Gott wird 
erjehen an den Werfen der Schöpfung, die der Menfd vor Augen hat. 
Vom Gebäude fann man auf den Baumeifter, vom Gemälde auf den 
Maler jchliegen. So fann man aus den Werfen der Schöpfung das 
Dafein Gottes erfennen. 

Nur die Toren fpreden in ihrem Herzen: „&3 ijt fein Gott.” Die 
Evolutionslehre, daß die Welt bon jelbit entitanden fein foll, ijt 
{rift= und vernunftiwidrig. 

Die Werke der Schöpfung zeugen nicht bloß bon dem Dafein 
Gottes, fondern auch von feinen Gigenfhaften, feiner Macht, 
Weisheit, Güte. VBetrachte den Himmel, das Meer, die Pflanzen, die 
Tiere, den Menfhen. Das Werk lobt den Meijter. Man fieht daraus 
Die undergleichliche Größe und Herrlichkeit Gottes. „Die Himmel era 
zählen die Ehre Gottes.“ Wunderbar find alle feine Werke. 

Seht, das alles weiß der Menfd. So hat nun niemand eine Entz 
jhuldigung, 2. 20. Wenn die Menfden die Wahrheit in IUn= 
gerechtigfeit aufhalten, tun fie e3 wider befjeres Willen. Sie verachten 
Gott. Sie werden mit Recht von Gottes Zorn getroffen. So fteht eg 
mit den Menjchen. Gie find bon Natur alle dem Borne Gottes verfallen. 
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Sagt, mie fann geholfen werden? Wie können die Menfden dem 
Borne Gottes entfliehen? Das Mittel dazu ijt das Gpangelium, das 
aud die Gottlofen geredht madt. Dazu ift das Evangelium gegeben. 
E3 ijt daS einzige Mittel; alles andere Hilft nichts. Wer dem Born 
Gottes entfliehen will, muß zum Evangelium fommen. &3 gibt feinen 
andern Weg. Wer das Ehangelium von fich ftdpt, achtet fich felbit nicht 
tert des ewigen Lebens und jchließt fich bon der Seligfeit aus. Wie 
notipendig das Cbangelium! 

Darum foll e3 auch aller Kreatur gepredigt werden. G8 follte 
feinen Winkel in der Welt, fein County im Staat geben, wo diefe Bot-= 
{aft nicht erfhallt. Miffion! 

Das Evangelium ijt das eine, das not ijt. &3 ift auch da für Dic. 
Du Haft heute die herrlichjte Botfchaft gehört, die e3 gibt. Willit du dem 
Zorn entrinnen und felig werden, jo mußt auch du diefes Evangelium 
annehmen, glauben. Nette deine Geele! Lot floh aus Sodom, ehe der 
Born Gottes hereinbrad. Eile, eile und errette deine Seelel 

Anmerfung. Will man bei Auslegung und Anwendung diefes 
Zertes jein Augenmerf noch mehr darauf richten, daß fie dem 1. Wd= 
bent3jonntag angepaßt find, jo fonnte man vielleicht reden bon dem 
Kommen des HErrn in unfere Herzen. 1. Wie er fommt. Ym Cvan-z 
gelium. 2. Warum fein Kommen im Cbangelium fo nötig ijt. — Oder 
will man Rüdfiht nehmen auf den Anfang de3 neuen Kirdenjahres, fo 
fonnte man die Dispofition jo wenden: Das Evangelium joll auch im 
neuen Rircenjahr die Hauptpredigt fein. 1. Was das Evangelium ijt. 
2. Warum die Predigt des Evangelium fo nötig ijt. &. &. 


Dritter Sonntag des Mdvents. 
1 Ror. 9, 16—23. 


Die erften Boten de3 Neuen Teftament3 waren Engel. Luf. 1, 
11. 26; 2, 9—11. Aber nicht Engel, jondern Menjchen follten die 
Boten des HErrn an die Welt fein. Menfchhen follten ihren Mitfündern 
das Heil in Chrifto SEfu bringen. Die Apoftel murden bon Chrijto 
unmittelbar berufen, daß fie feine Zeugen fein follten gu Serujalem 
und in ganz Sudda und Samaria und bis an das Ende der Erde. 
Apoft. 1,8. Und in feiner Kirche hat der HErr durch die Apojtel das 
Amt des Wortes geitiftet. Die Hriftliche Ortsgemeinde foll Hirten und 
Prediger berufen, die in ihrer Mitte das Evangelium berfiindigen und 
die Saframente verwalten und jo Chrijto Seelen zuführen. Bis der 
HErr twiederfommen wird in den Wolfen des Himmels, den Erdboden 
zu richten mit Gerechtigkeit, follen die rechtmäßig berufenen Prediger 
das Evangelium bon der Gnade Gottes in Chrifto verfündigen. Und 
willig und gerne, in Liebe und mit aller Selbjtverleugnung, foll ein 
Diener Chrifti bas Amt des Neuen Teftaments verialten. 
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Die redjte Herzensgejinnung eines Prediger am Wort. 
1. Seinem Wmte gegenüber, 
2. den thm anbertrauten Seelen gegenüber. 


1: 

a. Paulus hätte leicht feines Amtes überdrüffig fein fonnnen. Wie 
ging e3 doch in der Gemeinde zu Korinth zul 1Xor. 1,10; 3,3; 5,15 
6,1; 7,9; 10,12; 11,21; 15,12; 2 Kor.12,20.15; 11,5—12; 
10, 2.3.14 ff.; 12,16 ff. Wenig Erfolg und wenig Anerfennung joien 
der Lohn des Apoftels für feine Arbeit in Korinth zu fein. Dann now 
2 Kor. 11, 23— 33. In großer Trübjal und Angit des Herzens, mit viel 
Tränen fehrieb Paulus feinen erjten Brief an die Korinther. Und 
während er durch Titum auf Antwort bon Korinth harrte, war er jo 
betrübt, daß er in Troas jein Amt nicht verrichten fonnte, 2 Kor. 2, 
12.13, und in Mazedonien war er in Trübfal, Kap. 7,5. Wie jchmwer 
it dem Apoftel in diefen Tagen der Schtvachheit und Widerivartigfeit 
und in diefen fchlaflojen Nächten fein Amt geworden! Da mögen fish 
auch bei Dem großen Wpojtel Unzufriedenheit und Mtipmut geregt haben. 
Seder rechtfdajfene Diener des Wortes hat feine Stunden der Schtwach= 
beit und Niedergefchlagendeit. Wenn de3 HErrn Wort zum Hohn und 
Spott geworden ijt täglich, enn wenig Erfolg zu fehen ijt, wenn der 
Prediger merkt, wie die Gemeindeverhältnifje viel zu mwünjdhen übrig- 
laffen (Weltfinn, Mangel an Gntereffe am Werf des Herrn, Schlechter 
Kirdhenbejuch, grober Sündenfall in der Gemeinde, wie Chefcheidung, 
Erfalten der Bruderliebe ujiw.), wenn er bon Gemeindegliedern Ans 
feindungen, Berleumdung und wenig Liebe erfährt, dann wird einem 
Baltor das Herz fdtwer und jein Amt eine Laft, und er verrichtet es 
ungern, mit Seufzen. „Das ift euch nicht gut.“ 

b. Qoch Paulus war ein gewillenhafter Charafter. Tro& des Amt3= 
freuze3 trug er fich nicht mit dem Gedanken, Chrifto aus der Schule zu 
laufen. Text, 8.16.17. Paulus fühlte fig in feinem Getvijfen ver= 
pflichtet, Das Evangelium zu predigen. „Das Amt ift mir befohlen.” 
„Ich muß e3 tun.” Nah Gottes Willen war Paulus im Amt des 
Wortes. SEjus hatte ihn direft zum Prediger des Evangeliums bez 
rufen, Apojt. 9,15; 22,21; 1Ror. 1,17. Das Evangelium zu ber 
fündigen, war feine Pfliht und fein Beruf. Dejfen fonnte er fich nicht 
rühmen, denn als Knecht Gottes und Chrifti Diener tat er nur, was 
Gott ifm aufgetragen hatte, Quf. 17,10. Gern oder ungern, er mußte 
in feinem göttliden Beruf bleiben. Weh und Fluch, das wußte er, mare 
fein Teil, wenn er feinem Beruf untreu würde. — Diefes Pfliitgefüht 
muß auch die Pajtoren unjerer Tage regieren. Ein Paftor muß e3 
glauben, daß Gott fein Leben jo gelenft und feine Schritte fo geführt 
bat, daß er fich auf das Bredigtamt vorbereitete. Und er hat die Verz 
gemiljerung, daß Gott ihn, zwar mittelbar, durch die Gemeinde, aber 
dennoch nach göttlihem Willen gum Hirten der Herde SCju Chrifti be- 
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rufen hat. In Verufsfachen gilt e3 für Baftor und Gemeinde, mit Gebet, 
mit riftlicher VBorficht und Weisheit borangugehen, fo daß der Pajtor 
ven Troft haben fann: Gott hat mich berufen. Ach bin der Stimme 
und dem Ruf meines HErrn gefolgt. Und wenn fich auch allerlei Wider- 
märtigfeiten erheben, jo muß ein Pajtor, wenn er recht feinem Amte 
gegenüberjteht, in feinem Geimifjen fich gebunden fühlen, im Amte zu 
bleiben und angubalten mit Lehren, Tröften, Strafen und Vermahnen. 
Ser. 20, 9—11. Wehe einem Paftor, wenn er aus leichtfertigen Griin- 
den fein Amt aufgibt und einen weltlichen Beruf ergreift! Das Amt 
bleibt un3 befohlen, auch wenn wir e3 zuzeiten, befonder3 in trüben 
Tagen, ungern verrichten. 

ce. Aber nicht aus blokem Pflichtgefühl foll ein Prediger fein Amt 
verwalten. Der HErr jendet nad den dunflen Tagen und den fummer- 
vollen Nächten auch wieder Zeiten der Exrquicung von feinem Angefichte, 
fo daß wir unfer Amt nicht ungern, fondern willig und gern, mit Liebe 
und freudiger Dankbarkeit verridten. Dann fpüren mir nicht fomohl 
den Zivang der Pflicht als den Zwang der Liebe. Titus traf Paulus 
in Philippi mit guter Nachricht, 2 Kor. 7,6.7; 2,14. Paulus ift er- 
quidt, 2 Kor. 7, 13—16. Mit freudiger Dankbarkeit erfennt er nun 
wieder die Hoheit jeines Amtes, 1 Kor. 15, 9.10; 4, 1—4; 2 Kor. 5, 14; 
Ser 4, 15.165 2 Sim. 1,125,)60l.1,152165. Eph. 3,728. 7 Den 
Drang der Pflicht zu fühlen, ijt gut; den Drang der Liebe zu fpüren, 
ijt beiler. „Die Liebe Chrifti dringet ung alfo“, diefer Ausiprud Pauli 
gibt die rechte Herzenzftimmung eines Diener3 am Worte wieder. Cin 
Prediger, der wirklich die Angft der Hölle in jeinem Herzen erfahren und 
die Liebe in Chrijto gefehmecdt hat, der wird es al eine überfchiwengliche 
Gnade erfennen, daß Gott ihn, einen fo großen und unwürdigen Sitn- 
der, zum Boten des Evangeliums, zum Diener Chrijti, zum Haushalter 
über Gottes Geheimniffe gemadjt hat. Wie gern und tillig wird ein 
Baftor dann fein Amt verrichten! 


2. 

Steht ein Pajtor recht feinem Amte gegenüber, jo wird er auch 
twohl recht zu den ihm anbertrauten Geelen ftehen. 

a. Pauli Liebe zu den ihm anbertrauten Geelen leuchtet uns aus 
dem Terte entgegen. Yn ihm brennt das Verlangen nach ihrer Geelen 
Seligfeit, 8.19—23. Mögen e3 Juden, Griechen, Heiden fein, Ge- 
Lehrte oder Ungelehrte, Starfe oder Schwache, fie alle haben eine un- 
fterbliche Seele, die durd) Chrifti Blut erfauft ift, fie alle gehen ohne 
XEfum ewig verloren, und darum bricht fein Herz in Liebe und Er- 
barmen gegen fie, und er predigt das Gvangelium öffentlich und pri- 
patim mit Geufzen und Beten, damit er allenthalben ja etliche felig 
made. — So muß ein Paftor feinen Gemeindegliedern gegenüber ftehen. 

b. Die Liebe Pauli für das Heil unfterblicher Seelen trieb ihn zur 
Gelbftverleugnung. Das fonnte er fic) zum Lohn und Ruhm anrednen, 
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dak ex da3 Evangelium frei, umjonft predigte. Paulus hatte mit Recht 
bon den Korinthern fordern fonnen, daß fie ihm feinen Leben3unterhalt 
ftellen follten, 1 Ror. 9, 4—15. Aber aus Liebe gu den Korinthern 
(2 Ror. 11, 11.12) verzichtete ex auf fein Itecht. 2 Kor. 11, 8.9; AWpofjt. 
18,3. Die falfhen Propheten in Korinth follten nit fagen fonnen, 
Paulus predige das Evangelium Gemwinne3 halber, und durch diefes 
Gerede einige bom Glauben abhalten. Hätte Paulus völligen Gebrauch 
bon feiner Freiheit gemacht und bon den Korinthern feinen Lebensunter= 
halt gefordert, fo hätte er dem Erfolg des Evangeliums in Korinth ein 
Hindernis in den Weg gelegt, und jomit mare fein völliger Gebrauch der 
Freiheit in einen Mißbrauch der Freiheit ausgeartet. Aus Liebe zu den 
Korinthern verzichtete er auf fein Recht, um ja feinen bon dem Heil in 
Chrifto abzuhalten. — Wenn ein Pajtor feine Leute in Chrijto herzlich 
Yiebhat, dann wird er nicht immer auf feine Rechte poden. Den Pre- 
diger am Wort anftandig und gut zu berforgen, diefe Pflicht follen die 
Gemeindeglieder wohl zu Herzen nehmen und fie einander einihärfen. 
Aber ein Baftor joll fich hüten, ja nicht den Eindrud zu eriweden, als ob 
er um de3 Geldes willen im Amte fei. Er muß in Wahrheit jagen 
fönnen: Sch fuche nicht das Eure, fondern eud. 

e. Die Liebe zum Heil der ihm anvertrauten Seelen offenbarte fic 
in meiterer Gelbftberleugnung. Er wurde jedermann allerlei, machte 
fi jedermann zum RKnedjte, ohne dak er dabei irgendeine Lehre des 
Wortes Gottes verleugnete oder zum Heuchler wurde. Apojt. 13, 14; 
16, 1—3; 21, 23—26; Rim. 2, 12—19; Gal. 2, 3—5; Apoft. 14, 
15—17; 17, 22—31; 1 Ror. 8; 13; Röm. 14,15. — 2 Ror. 1,12; 
4,2; 12,16; Gal.1,10. In Mitteldingen affommodierte fih Paulus 
den Sitten, der Lebens- und Unterridtsiveije derer, unter denen er das 
Evangelium verfündigte. Sn heidnijden Ländern und Umgebungen 
lebte er nicht nach der jüdifchen Sitte, fondern, jotveit e3 ohne Berleug- 
nung de3 Glaubens gefdehen fonnte, nahm er, wenn er dadurd an die 
Zeute heranfommen fonnte, griedhifdhe und römische Sitten an. Er hatte 
Geduld mit den Schwadhheiten, Vorurteilen und der Uniwiffenheit feiner 
Bubodrerfdmaft und der Gemeindeglieder. — Sn felbjtverleugnender Liebe 
muß ein Diener am Wort mitleidig, barmberzig, geduldig, freundlich, 
fanftmütig fein. Er muß fich freuen fonnen mit den Fröhliden und 
traurig fein mit den Betrübten. Er muß aufridtiges Interefje nehmen 
an den Freuden und Leiden, den Befürchtungen und Problemen feiner 
Xeute. Er muß den Schwaden ihre Schwaciheit, den Ungelehrten ihre 
Uniwiffenheit, den Schüchternen ihre Schüchternheit uf. in Liebe zugute 
halten fonnen. 

Der HErr gebe den Predigern Amtsfreudigfeit und Liebe zu ihren 
miterlöften Seelen und den Gemeindegliedern Liebe zu Gottes Wort 
und zu ihren Predigern, fo daß wir alle, Prediger und Gemeindeglieder, 
des Evangeliums teilhaftig werden, 8.23, und endlich die unbergang- 
liche Krone des Lebens empfangen. W. E. H. 
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Griter Weihnadtstag. 
Hebr.1,1—12. 


B.1. 2b. Die Worte an der Spike unferer Feftepiftel erinnern an 
die lange Wartezeit, die der Geburt des Heilandes vorausging. „Manche 
mal” und „mancderlei Weife“ hatte Gott da geredet. „Manchmal“ — 
in vielen Zeilen. Nicht alles auf einmal, fondern ftüd- und ftufenmweife 
hat Gott feinen Heilsrat geoffenbart. Im Paradies wird geoffenbart, 
daß der Heiland ein wahrer Menfch fein follte, dem Abraham, daß er von 
Siaaf abjtammen follte uj. Und auch „mancherlei Weife” hatte Gott 
duch und in den Propheten geredet, bald durch direfte Weisfagung, 
bald durch Hinweis auf Sinnbilder (Opfer). Lange dauerte die Warte- 
zeit, aber endlich) war die Zeit erfüllt, und Gott fandte feinen Sohn, 
geboren bon einem Weibe, und heute feiern wir wieder mit der ganzen 
Chriftenheit feinen Geburtstag. — Aber wenn der Heiland auch einft 
bor 1923 Jahren als wahres Menjcenfind bon der Jungfrau Maria 
geboren wurde, jo war er doch nicht ein bloßer Menjch, wie die Heilande 
foaren zur Beit der Richter, Richt. 3, 9. Nein, unfer Heiland ift ein gött- 
ficher Heiland, jo wie er geweisfagt war und wie alle Welt ihn nötig 
hatte. Und wenn irgendivo in der Schrift, fo wird gerade in der heutiz 
gen Feitepijtel die Göttlichfeit des Heilandes meisterhaft herausgeftrichen. 
„Dies ijt eine jtarfe, mächtige, hohe Cpijtel, die da hoch fähret und treibet 
den hohen Artifel des Glaubens von der Gottheit Chrijti.” (Quther XII, 
150.) Gegenjtand unferer Fejtbetrachtung fei aljo: 


Unfer gittlider Heiland. 

1. Seine göttlide Perfon, 

2. feine göttliden Werke, 

3. Die göttlide Ehre, die ibm darum mit Regt 

gebührt. 
al 

Wenn wir zu Weihnadten den Heiland in der Krippe Tiegen fehen, 
in elende Windeln gemwidelt, und daran denfen, mie er auch nachher als 
ein ganz armer Menfch einhergegangen, jämmerli am Kreuz gehangen 
und da geftorben ijt, jo möchten wir wohl darüber vergeffen, daß in 
folcher Selbjterniedrigung feine Gotteöherrlichfeit nur verdedt war. Yn 
ihm wohnte vom erjten Anfang feines menfdliden Dafeins alle Fülle der 
Gottheit, Quf. 1,43; Kol.2,9. AS eine göttliche Perjon wird er darum 
hier den erften Lefern diefer Epiftel und auch un3 bor Augen geftellt. 

a. SEfus wird ausdridlidh Gott genannt, B.8.9. 
Dies ift ein Zitat aus dem meffianifchen Pj.45,7.8. Bmetmal wird 
Chriftus hier Gott genannt. Auch jonft wird er Gott genannt, mahr- 
haftiger Gott, Gott über alles, 1 Yoh. 5,20; Rom. 9,5. Wenn Gott 
ihn oft ausdrüdlich Gott nennt, dann ift er aud) Gott. 

b. SEfus ift aud von Gott geboren. B. 5 zitiert 
Bi.2,7. Ein Name, den Chriftus fich oft felbjt beilegt, der ihm auch 
fonft oft in der Schrift Alten und Neuen Lejtament3 beigelegt wird, ijt 
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Gottes Sohn. Nun werden auc) die andern vernünftigen Kreaturen, 
infonderheit die Gläubigen, wieder und immer wieder Gottes Kinder, 
feine Söhne und Töchter, genannt. Aber Chrijtus ijt Gottes Sohn in 
eingigartigem Sinn; er ijt nicht bon Gott gejchaffen worden wie andere 
Kreaturen, nicht bon Gott gezeugt durch das Wort der Wahrheit tvie die 
glaubigen Kinder Gottes; nein, er ijt aus dem Wejen Gottes heraus 
geboren in dem ewigen Heute. Darum hat er dasjelbe göttlihe Wefen 
tvie der Vater. Darum heißt er auch 8.3 „der Glanz feiner Herrlichkeit 
und das Ebenbild feines Wefen3”. Das Wort, das hier für Ebenbild 
gebraucht wird, fommt nur hier bor und heikt eigentlich eingegrabenes 
Bild, wie etwa das Bild eines Herrfehers auf eine Münze eingedrücdt 
wird, oder wie etiva ein Bildhauer das Bild feines Königs aus Stein 
meißelt. Und aivar ijt SCjus das Ebenbild des göttliden Wefens, 
alfo ganz anders als bei den Menfchen, die auch einjt nach Gottes Chen- 
bild gefchaffen worden find und al8 Gläubige dazu erneuert werden. 
SEfus ijt der Glanz, der jtrahlende Abglanz, der göttlichen Herrlichkeit. 
Die ganze göttliche Herrlichkeit de3 Vaters jtrahlt wider in dem Sohne. 
Schon im Stande der Erniedrigung bemerfte man bei den Wundern oft 
genug Strahlen diejer göttlichen Herrlichkeit. Wher jebt, im Stande der 
Erhöhung, jtrahlt fort und fort die göttliche Herrlichkeit bom Sohne aus. 

e. Wenn der Heiland eine göttlide Perjon ijt, jollte er dann nicht 
aud) göttlide Eigenfdhaften Haben? Gewif. Die Schrift 
- Ichreibt ihm viele göttlihe Eigenschaften zu, die ganze göttliche Majeität, 
3.3. Ynjonderheit wird hier noch genannt da3 Civig= und Unveränder- 
Vichjein, 8. 11. 12. 

d. Endlich wird der HErr des längeren im Terte auch no mit 
den guten Engeln vergliden, 8.4.5.7. Die Engel find er 
Habene Wefen. Wird aber JEjus mit den Engeln verglicden, fo miiffen 
diefe berfdwinden. Sole Namen wie er haben fie nicht. Sie find und 
bleiben Gefchöpfe und Diener; er dagegen ift der Schöpfer und aud ihr 
Herr und König. 

© twas für ein herrlicher Heiland ijt uns heute geboren! Er hat 
göttliche Eigenjchaften, heißt Gott und ijt aud) wirklic) Gott, aus dem 
Wefen des ewigen Vaters in Gmigfeit geboren, unendlih höher als 
die Engel. 

Wie jteht e3 nun aber mit den Werfen? Hat unjer Heiland au 
göttliche Werke verrichtet? ewig, und er verrichtet fie heute nod. 


2. 


a. Göttlide Werke, an denen er fon vor feiner 
Menihmerdung teilgehabt hat und nod teilhat: die Schöpfung 
und Erhaltung, B. 2.10.3; vgl. auch Rol. 1,16.17. Nichts ift ge- 
fchaffen worden und wird gefehaffen ohne S&fum, unfern Heiland. Wie 
fein Wort den Petrus dort auf dem Meer getragen hat, fo erhält und 
trägt aud) jebt noch fein Wmachtsmort den riefigen Erdball mit allem, 
as darin und darauf ift im weiten Weltenraum. (Lied 21, 3.) 
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b. Gottlihe Werke feit feiner Menfhiwerdung. 
a. Er Hat zu uns geredet, BV. 2, und zwar ala der Prophet, der in des 
Vaters Schoß ijt und uns verfündigt hat, was er da gefehen und gehört 
hat. &3 hatte nie ein Menfch geredet, wie er geredet hat, Yoh. 7,46; 
Matth. 7,29. Er hat gejagt, wer er ift: Gottes Sohn, eins mit dem 
Vater; wozu er gefommen ijt: die Sünder durch Leiden und Sterben 
gu erlöfen, auf daß alle, die an ihn glauben, nicht verloren werden, 
fondern daS ewige Leben haben. — b. Die Reinigung unferer Gitnderr 
hat er gutvege gebracht, vollbracht, durch fich felbft, 8. 3. Er mar 
Priejter und Opfer zugleich. Noch immer reinigt er unfere Herzen durch 
den Glauben; ja, fon in der früheften Kindheit hat er ung gereinigt 
durd das Wafferbad im Wort, Apoft. 15, 9; Eph. 5,26; Tit.3,5. Und 
gum Vetveis dafür, daß er die Reinigung der Siinden mirflich vollendet 
bat, hat er fich nach vollbradtem Erlöfungsmwerf durch die Himmelfahrt 
gejebt zur Rechten der Majeität in der Höhe, ®.3. Ya, Gott felbft hat 
thn zum Erben gejest über alles, 8.2. Dies ijt alles nad feiner menjd- 
lichen Natur gejagt, denn die göttlide Natur fann weder erhöht nod) 
erniedrigt werden. 

© was für einen treffliden Heiland haben wir alfo an SEful 
Er ijt nicht nur eine göttlihe Berfon, fondern er hat auch Werke ver- 
richtet und verrichtet fie nod, die nur Gott tun fann. 

Was folgt nun daraus ganz untvider|predhlih? Dak mir ihm, 
unjerm göttliden Heiland, nun auch die Ehre geben follen, die ihm 
gebührt. 

3. 

a. Einmal follen wir dem Heiland die Ehre geben, daß wir ihn 
anerkennen als den, der er ift, und glauben, daß er allein unfer Heiland 
ijt, Dann auch die Seligfeit, die er uns ertvorben bat, gerne annehmen 
und hodjdaben, fein Wort, das uns jelig macht, gerne hören und 
lernen und ifm dienen; bal. Rap. 2, 1—3. 

b. Eine Ehre, die dem Heiland als göttlihem Heiland infonderheit 
gebührt und auch im Text bejonders nambaft gemacht wird, ift die Ehre 
der Anbetung, 8.6. Cingeführt hat Gott den Crjtgebornen bei feiner 
Menihmwerdung, dann wieder bei feiner Wuferjtehung und Himmelfahrt. 
Und er foll angebetet werden. Sit er wirklich unfer gottlimer Heiland, 
pie die Schrift und unfer Text ihn abmalt, dann folgt dies unleugbar. 
Die Zünger und Stephanus haben ihn angebetet, Luk. 24,52; Apoft. 
7,58. Dasfelbe wird un3 aud) bon den eriten Chrijten nad der Zeit 
der Apoftel berichtet. (Val. Büchner unter „Chriftus*.) Cin Gebet 
ohne XEfu Namen ift ohne Saft und Kraft. Gemiß gilt Yoh. 5, 23. 

Was alle Gottesengel tun, wollen auch wir gerne tun, ihn, unfern 
göttlichen Heiland, anbeten, in Gebeten und Liedern ihn berherrlichen. 
„Rommt und laßt ung Chriftum ehren, Herz und Sinnen gu ihm fehren, 
finget fröhlich, Tat euch hören, mertes Volf der Chriftenheitl“ 
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Outlines on the First Series of Gospel-Lessons 
Chosen by the Synodical Conference. 


First Sunday in Advent. 
Mart. 11, 25— 30. 

“Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee!” Matt. 21,5. This is the Advent-message. Christ testified be- 
fore Pilate, saying, “Thou sayest,” etc. John 18,37. We must hear 
Jesus if we would be saved. Matt. 17,5; Acts 3, 22.28. We ought to 
be very thankful that in our Lutheran churches we shall be permitted 
to hear Jesus again speak to us in this new church-year. Why? 
Because 


JESUS, OUR ADVENT KING, REVEALS TO US THE 
HIDDEN WISDOM OF GOD FOR OUR SALVATION. 


1. God’s eternal plan for the sinner’s salvation cannot be known 
except by revelation; 

2. Through the Gospel Jesus reveals to us God’s plan for our 
salvation; 

8. Through the Gospel Jesus, the Savior, invites all sin-sick souls 
to come to Him and receive forgiveness. 


% 


a. The wise and prudent of this world think they know the way 
to salvation; but they know it not, v.25. All religious systems seek 
to answer the question, “What must I do to be saved?” Although 
they differ much as to many things, they all agree in saying that 
man can be saved by his own righteousness. That is the answer of 
natural man. 

b. The way to salvation can be known only by revelation, v. 25. 
Salvation by grace is taught only in the Bible. 1 Cor.2,9. This is 
an external proof that the Bible is inspired. 

Let us not look to the wisdom of man, to man-made religions, 
for the correct answer to the greatest of all questions. 


2. 

a. Who is this Jesus who through the Gospel reveals the answer 
unto us? The Son of God, vv. 25—27. “All things are delivered unto 
Me of My Father.” The Father knows fully the glory and majesty 
and the divine mission of the Son. Gen. 3,15; John 3,16. And the 
Son, begotten of the Father from eternity, fully knows how the Father 
is minded towards sinful man, v. 27. 

b. Jesus through the Gospel reveals the gracious will of God 
‘toward man, telling us that “God so loved the world,” etc. John 3, 16. 
Text, v. 27: “And he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him.” 
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“Christ is the Wisdom of God.” 1 Cor. 1, 24.30; Gal. 1,12; 1John1, 
1—3; Eph. 3,8—11; Heb. 1, 1.2; Titus1,3. In the Gospel Jesus says: 
“T am the Way,” ete. John14,6. 

Not through Mohammed and the Koran; not through Mrs. Eddy 
and Science and Health; not through the “infallible’ Pope and the 
teachings of the Church of Rome, Matt. 24, 23—26, but by Jesus, 
through the Gospel, has our salvation been revealed. V.27: “He to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal Him.” “If ye continue in My Word, 
-.. ye shall know the truth.” John 8, 31. 32; Gal. 1, 6—9. 

Let us therefore only in the Gospel seek Jesus, our Savior. 


3. 

a. Jesus is the Savior of all, 2 Cor. 5,14.15, but the wise and 
prudent, in their own wisdom, by unbelief, reject Him, v.25. 1 Cor. 
1,21—23; Rom.1,22. Therefore, because they obstinately and per- 
sistently close their hearts to God’s grace, God in His justice has hid 
from them the things pertaining to their salvation. Luke 6, 25a; 
2 Thess. 2, 10—12; 2 Pet. 2,1; Phil. 3,18.19. This righteous judgment 
of God upon the unbelievers Jesus praises, v.25; for God is to be 
glorified also for His justice. 

b. Jesus is the Savior of all, and therefore all those who labor 
and are heavy laden, v. 28, who by the Law have come to a knowledge 
of their sin and labor in vain to save themselves, but are burdened 
with terrors of sin and death, Jesus, by the gracious call of the Gospel, 
calls to Himself, saying, “Come unto Me!” Believe that all your sins 
are forgiven for My sake. (See Apology of Augsb. Conf. Triglotta, 
262.) Matt.9,12.18; Mark2,17; Luke18,9sqq.; 15,1sqq. Ps. 32, 
1—7; Matt. 26, 75; John 8, 3—11. 

In many churches to-day the Gospel of Jesus is not preached. 
How happy we who hear it! To believe it spells temporal and eternal 
happiness. The world does not so understand this, but believes Chris- 
tianity to be a heavy yoke and a grievous burden. But — 

a. His yoke is easy, vv.29.30. Christians are under the yoke of 
obedience to Christ. 2 Cor. 5,15. But while “the way of the trans- 
gressor is hard,” Prov. 13,15, and while obedience to sin brings tem- 
poral and eternal misery, Deut. 28, 15—68; Is. 57,21; Ps. 32,4; Rom. 
6, 23, obedience to Christ is a pleasant service, 1 John 5,3, and brings 
temporal and eternal happiness, Ps.1. Text, v.28: “I will give you 
rest.’ V.29: “Ye shall find rest unto your souls.’ Because Christ 
gives us rest for our souls, therefore we find it in Him, 

b. The burden of the cross is light, v.30. Matt. 16,24. The Chris- 
tian must be ready to suffer for Christ’s sake. Acts 5,41; 9,16; 2 Tim. 
3,12; Luke 6, 26. — Not for the flesh, but for the new man this burden 
is light. The Christian, like Moses, “has respect unto the recompense 
of the reward.” Rom. 8, 17.18; Heb. 11,24—26; Daniel; the three 


29 
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men in the fiery furnace; Stephen; Paul; Luther; Christian mar- 
tyrs; founders of our Synod; one’s own experience. 

Let us learn of Christ, v.29. His obedience to His Father and 
His patience under suffering are an example to us. His very meek- 
ness and humility induce us to put confidence in Him as a Savior 
indeed, v.29. His vietory is our victory. 

Let us gladly in this new church-year anew by faith receive Jesus, 
our Advent King, into our hearts, homes, churches, schools, Synod. 
Let us live unto Him alone. Let us confess Him to the world that 
many more may be saved. He whom Jesus blesses is blessed indeed. 


H.0E 


Second Sunday in Advent. 
Mart. 10, 26b—33. 


Christ, in sending out the Twelve for the first time, set up this 
theme for their sermons (v. 7): “The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” The King’s person, work, the nature of His kingdom, the 
consummation of His kingdom, and its subjects, should be the burden 
of their message. 

In the text He points out that they should make the appearance 
of His kingdom public without fear and promises sweet fruits of 


such labors. 
CHRISTIAN PUBLICILY: 


It should be 
1. General; 2. Fearless; 3. It will be fruitful. 


1. 


V.26b. The kingdom of the King, to a great degree, was yet 
covered and hid. The King had neither form, comeliness, nor 
beauty; He was despised and rejected of men, Is. 53, 2.3. “The 
son of Joseph, the carpenter.” His heralds and envoys, His disciples, 
an unpretentious lot, without money, power, or influence. His rank 
and file were recruited from among publicans and sinners. His doc- 
trine out of harmony with the wisdom of the wise of this world, out 
of sympathy with the traditions of the elders, and diametrically op- 
posed to the doctrine of works as voiced by the leaders of Israel. 

But what was covered and hid should be revealed and made 
known. Compare Luke 8, 16.17. Hence, v. 27. “Preach,” 7. e., to 
discharge the duty of a herald, cry out, proclaim, the standing ex- 
pression in the New Testament for the proclamation of the Gospel. 
General publicity work should be carried on. Nothing to conceal, 
nothing to be ashamed of. The rabbis taught that it was lawful 
and a duty, if life was in danger, to commit any kind of sin, except 
idolatry, incest, or murder. (Edersheim, Life and Times, ete., Vol. 
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1, 649.) Such vicious doctrines not countenanced by the King; 
hence, full publicity. Christians teach publicly all they have learned 
from Christ. 

The institution of public preaching of the Word, the main- 
tenance of churches, schools, colleges, seminaries, as well as of 
a publication house, where Bibles and Christian literature of every 
description are printed, is in keeping with this command of Christ. 
But Christians should avail themselves of every opportunity to pub- 
lish the praises of their Savior. Cast out the net in every direction, 
distribute tracts and our religious papers, invite the churchless to 
services, hold public Lenten services as opportunity invites or de- 
mands. Advertise, submit material for print in the public press, ete. 

Publicity should be general, but not sensational or melodramatic. 
No Billy Sunday antics. The Church no show-house. The Chris- 
tian pastor no political mountebank or soap-box orator. No reliance 
upon catchy themes. 

2. 

The message of the King and His kingdom will arouse the 
forces of Satan. Not peace, but the sword, vv. 34-36. Dangers 
threaten, vv. 17. 18.21.22. “Sheep in the midst of wolves.’ Oppro- 
brious and abusive names, v. 25, heaped on those who would be about 
the King’s business. 

In the midst of dangers, Christ’s messengers should be fear- 
less, v.28. Martyrs, believing Christians, save their souls when they 
are put to death. Death is gain to them. 

Fear of men is driven out of their hearts by their fear of God, 
who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. The will of God 
stands higher in their estimation than the pleasure and friendship 
of men. “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?” is the mainspring 
of their actions and words. 

God’s protection is surely forthcoming when His messengers 
practise fearless publicity, vv. 29—31. God’s protection extends over 
the meanest creatures, how much more over His saints and disciples! 

Fearlessness implies clear and unmistakable language. Speak 
not about “the place where moral balances are adjusted,” but speak 
of “hell.” “Take the velvet out of your mouths.” Condemn not only 
the false doctrine, but also the false teachers. Do not only warn 
against the dangers of societies, but warn also against Freemasons, 
Odd-Fellows, and their ilk. Do not evade, but state your principles. 

Fearlessness does not imply abusive language. The cause of 
Christian publicity suffers because of unseemly language. The truth 
is forgotten, the hard words pin themselves to the memory. “Harm- 
less as doves,” v.16. 

Christians should be fearless, but not foolhardy. “Wise as ser- 
pents,” v.16. The advice to flee, v. 23. 
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’ 3. 

From vv. 26.27 we infer that the King’s cause will also become 
known. His truth cannot be suppressed or brushed aside. Men and 
women will learn to know Him and His salvation. What blessed 
fruitage! Matt. 16, 26. 

Even when the testimony is rejected, it serves a purpose, “a testi- 
mony against them,” v. 18. Christian witnesses are also a sweet 
savor of Christ in them that perish. 2 Cor. 2, 15. 16. 

The King signally honors those who confess Him, v.32. What 
a distinction if the commander-in-chief fastens the badge of honor 
to the breast of the brave soldier! But this distinction pales into 
insignificance before the excelleney of honor to be called Christ’s 
valiant soldier in the presence of the Father. Fade, fade, earthly 
joy, honor, wealth! Why dally with trifles when such pleasing pros- 
pects await us! 

Are you willing to carry on Christian publicity? If not, read 
v.33. Avail yourself of your golden opportunities. “Time speeds 
away, and death comes on.” Souls are perishing. “We shall come 
rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.” Ox OS AS B: 


y 


Third Sunday in Advent. 
Marr. 3, 1—12. 


The voice in the wilderness. “John’s figure was one to conquer 
the imagination. A child sprung up by a miracle from parents of 
great age.” While he was still young, he had left his parents’ home 
and buried himself in the desert. There he lived for many years 
alone, with nothing of his own except what he had on his back, 
wrapped in his camel’s skin, his loins girt with a belt. His piereing 
eyes flashed like lightning when from his mouth burst out the 
tremendous words: — 


“PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE LORD!” 


1. The way of the Lord must be prepared. 

a. John in the wilderness announces the coming of the King. 
Who is this King? V.3. It was He for whom the ages had waited, 
“the Desire of nations.” Luke 3, 15. One greater than John. 
“Mightier than I,” v.11. “The Lord,” v.3; “our God,” Is. 40, 3. 
Ps. 24, 7—10; 1 Tim. 1, 17. 

b. The way of the Lord must be prepared; the paths must be 
made straight, v. 3. Is. 40, 3.4; Luke 3,5. When, in olden times, 
the coming of a king to a city was announced, the citizens would go 
out to repair the roads in order to make the advent of the king an 
assured fact; for the way generally was in a sad condition; moun- 
tains had to be leveled, valleys filled. 


N 
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Such is the natural condition of the way into men’s hearts. 
Mountains of sins have piled up at the door. Shortcomings in faith 
and life yawn like valleys. Unbelief and hypocrisy make the way 
crooked and treacherous. The way of the Lord must be prepared. 


2. How is the way to be prepared? 

Only one direction, “Repent ye!” V. 2. 

a. John preached the Law to bring his hearers to the knowledge 
of their sins. The prevailing sins of his day. John 2, 13 ff.; Mark 7, 
3—13. Sadduceeism, pharisaism, apostasy, materialism, indifference. 
The Messianic hope had flickered down, being diverted to the ap- 
pearing of a national hero. Is.1,5.6. To this whole nation, to every 
class, to each, came the clarion call, “Repent!” Cf. Luke 3, 10—14. 

Conditions in the Church similar to-day. Jer.5,30f. Ration- 
alism, indifferentism, unionism, materialism, apostasy. A wave of 
religious liberalism, paganism in Christian garb, has swept the 
Church. Crime is spattered over the country. Are we infested with 
the contagion? Do we abhor the utter enormity of sin? Do we 
stand in awe at the consuming fury of the wrath of God? Rom. 1, 18. 
Have we become callous? Has not worldliness become the fashion 
of Christians? How are our dollars earned? how spent? Contrast 
our Christmas prodigality with John’s simplicity of life, v. 4. — Do 
we flee terror-stricken to the sanctuary at every opportunity to for- 
tify ourselves against every temptation and strengthen ourselves at 
the Lord’s Table for the combat? Neglect even here? Alas! 

“Repent ye!” This applies to all, none excepted. “All men 
everywhere.” Acts 17,30; Luke 24,27. The whole life of a Chris- 
tian must consist of repentance! 

Repentance must be sincere, v. 7. Luke 7, 30. Away with all 
sham! Beware! The heart is a deceitful thing. Jer.17,9. John 
in his day looked through the cloak of religious shame. Shall we 
escape? 

Repentance must be thorough. It must manifest itself, bring 
proper fruits, vv. 8.9. Do not be satisfied because you are a Lu- 
theran in good standing. Can men distinguish you from an unbe- 
liever by watching your tongue, your purse, your conduct? Prepare 
ye the way! 

b. John preached the Gospel. Is. 40, 5; John 1, 8. 29. Text, 
vy. 6. 11. 

Certainly our effort cannot change our icy torpor, remove moun- 
tains, fill valleys, but “He that cometh . .. shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire.” Fire is the symbol of the Holy 
Spirit. Fire gives light. The Holy Spirit enlightens us. Hymn 
947,1. Fire gives warmth. The Holy Spirit warms the heart with 
faith and love. Fire purifies. Mal. 3, 2.3; Zech. 13,9; Is. 6, 6f. 
Hymn 246, 1; 254, 4; 257, 3. 
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(On repentance see Concordia Triglotta, pp. 49. 253sqq. On 
need of repentance: pp. 487.489; also p.139 and Luther VII, 689.) 


3. Why should we obey John’s Advent call? 

a. Because the kingdom of heaven is at hand, v.2. The promised 
Messiah was at hand, and He is here now, to establish His kingdom 
by Word and Sacrament. Luke 1, 32.33; Is. 40,5; Acts 2,38; 5,31. 

b. Because eternity depends on having the way prepared. a. The 
trees, v. 10. Beautiful trees, Christians with a splendid outward 
appearance, but the ax at the root. Why? V. 10.—b. The chaff, 
v.12. The fan in His hand; the winnowing excludes none. As to 
the chaff, the fire, its lurid, unquenchable flames, tells what is be- 
coming of it. Is.5,24; Ps.1,4.—c. The wheat, v.12. Matt. 13, 30. 
Who is the wheat? 


Conclusion: Prepare ye the way! H. W. BartTELs. 


Fourth Sunday in Advent. 
Mark 6, 17—28. 


Should not the children of God receive their good things also 
in their lifetime? And should not the slaves of sin receive the due 
reward of their wicked deeds here on earth? Our reason would con- 
clude that the children of God would surely enjoy God’s choicest 
blessings on earth; but that all unbelievers would suffer the punish- 
ment. But what do we behold? From all appearances it would 
seem as if the wicked have all the good things of this life, whereas 
the faithful children of God suffer. God in His unsearchable wisdom 
suffers the children of the devil to persecute and torment the children 
of the kingdom. Our text tells of such an instance. Let us consider 


JOHN THE BAPTIST AND HEROD THE KING. 


1. John, the servant of God, is beheaded in prison, 
2. Herod, the slave of sin, is exalted on the throne. 


its 


a. John is the servant of God. a. The forerunner of Christ, 
vv. 14.16: aa. the man who was prepared by God Himself for his 
divine mission; bb. the man greater than a prophet, greater than 
many another, Matt. 11, 9—11; cc. the man who saw the Christ, 
heard the Father’s testimony concerning Him, saw the Holy Ghost 
descending on Him, and accepted Him as his God and Savior. 

b. “A just man and an holy,” v.20. He was not perfectly sin- 


less, but nevertheless consecrated and devoted to the service of God 
from the moment of his conception. 
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c. The preacher of repentance. aa. He preached the Law, incul- 
cating the knowledge of God’s will, of sin, of repentance: in general, 
cf. Matt.3; Luke 3; in this particular instance; see text. He did 
not fear the king, but told him that he was living in adultery and 
incest. He knew that he was inviting the deadly hatred of Herodias, 
that proud, ambitious, adulterous woman. He performed his mis- 
sion. — bb. He preached the Gospel, directing his hearers to Christ. 
Matt. 3,11; John 1, 15. 29—84. 

b. This John is beheaded in prison. a. Negativa: God does not 
interfere and save John. There was imminent peril. In like peril 
God would not suffer Ahab and Jezebel to slay Elijah. 2 Kings 1. 

b. Positiva: John is beheaded in prison. aa. He is apprehended, 
deprived of liberty of action. His mission is divine, for the salva- 
tion of souls, to build the kingdom of Christ. It seemed that the 
world still needed him.— bb. He is kept in prison. The disgrace 
and shame. The privation and suffering in the dungeons of that 
cruel age.— cc. He is in the power of murderous monsters. What 
anguish and agony of soul! What trial and temptation! —dd. He 
is beheaded, executed. What a gruesome, ghastly murder! God 
looks on and permits it to happen. 

Application. — It has always been thus. The children of the 
world hate, persecute, and kill the Christians: Cain and Abel; 
Joseph and his brothers; David and Saul; Jeremiah and the princes, 
Jer. 37, 11—21. See Heb. 11. Then think of the early Christians, 
their persecutions. Think of the faithful, hounded and slaughtered 
by Antichrist after the Reformation. Finally, think of the recent 
persecutions inflicted upon the Christians by the Bolsheviks in the 
Baltic Provinces. Do God’s faithful children fare better to-day? 
Will the morrow be better?— And it is God’s will that it should 
be so. Matt. 10,17—25; John 15,18—25; Acts 14,22; 2 Tim. 8, 12; 
1 Thess. 3, 3. 4. — Therefore, take no offense, but expect and prepare 
for it. It is good for us. Rom.5,3—5. We are only following Jesus. 
1 Pet. 2,19—21; John 15,20. Like Paul we should “take pleasure 
in persecutions,” 2 Cor. 12, 10. 1 Pet. 4, 13; Rom. 8, 17. We are 
living in the last moments of the world. Christ will soon come. 
Rev. 22, 20. 

24. 

a. Herod is the slave of sin. a. An incestuous adulterer. aa. He 
married Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, while Philip was still 
living. What is more, Herodias was Herod’s niece! — bb. He out- 
raged and stifled his conscience when John aroused it. He knew that 
John was a holy and a just man; he gladly heard him and did many 
things he told him to do; but he declined to repent of sin. He 
obeyed the lust of his flesh, passion, rather than the Law of God. 

b. The murderer. Cf. Jas. 1, 14. 15. The birthday supper. 
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Carousal. Salome’s voluptuous, lascivious dance before those drunken 
spectators. Her wicked design. Herod’s hasty and inconsiderate 
oath, etc. Matt. 14, 1—12. 

b. Herod is exalted on the throne. 

a. He is the sovereign. His will is law. He is an autocratic 
despot. He considers himself above all law. He fears Rome, of 
course; bribes, plays polities. And he wields this power to some 
extent over the Church. Yes, Herod sits on his throne. 

b. He enjoys his position, his power, possessing the good things 
of this world, enjoying them to his heart’s content. There he lies 
on his couch at the table, surfeiting, drinking, surrounded by 
courtiers, slaves, flattered, lauded. 

Application. It has been thus ever since sin came into the 
world. John 12,31; Eph.2,2; 6,11.12. Pharaoh of the oppression, 
Ahab, Nebuchadnezzar, Pilate, Nero; the papal monsters; licentious, 
ambitious, murderous tyrants, political and spiritual: Philip II of 
Spain, etc. Is it much better to-day? What are some of those who 
occupy high positions in the world? Faithful Christians? No, for 
the most part slaves of sin, who plot and play politics for their own 
interest. To-day they seem to have everything their own way. And 
God permits it.— Let us not take offense; let us keep a good con- 
science and trust in the Lord. He is still on the throne. Ps. 37, 
82—40; esp. 73; Job 21, 7—18. — It will soon be different. God will 
overthrow the wicked. Sometimes they receive the due reward in 
this world. Herod was dethroned by Rome, banished to France. 
The whole family of the Herodians soon died out. Certain and ever- 
lasting punishment will be inflicted upon all who die in their sins. — 
The Lord will graciously reward all who are faithful unto death, 
who gladly suffer persecution and even death for His sake. He will 
exalt them. Rev. 7,9—17. Amen. JoHN M. Sonn. 


Christmas Day. 
Marr. 1, 18—25. 


From our youth we have been accustomed to brighten at the very 
mention of Christmas. So great is this Christmas-joy that men 
almost everywhere show it in what they do and say. Trees are 
decorated, illumination is made as bright as possible, singing and 
instrumental music strike upon our ear from almost every door, while 
all about us children’s voices ring with heavenly happiness. To-day 
nearly all eyes speak cheer, and nearly all lips speak blessing and 
benediction. 

There are those who are trying to rob us and our children of this 
true Christmas-joy. Millions have already been robbed of it. God 
grant that we may never lose it! Our text shows us 


Outlines on First Series of Gospel-Lessons Chosen by Syn. Conf. 457 


HOW WE AND OUR CHILDREN MAY RETAIN AND 
NEVER LOSE OUR CHRISTMAS-JOY. 


Our text tells us: 


1. By continuing to believe that Jesus is true God. 
2. By keeping in mind that He is the promised Messiah. 
8. By clinging to Him as our own personal Savior. 


1: 


a. Those who would rob us of our true Christmas-joy tell us that 
we may retain it even though we surrender the miraculous character 
of the Child. Beware! They are showing us a satanic vision, and if 
we accept their teaching, this story as it is recorded here in the text 
must be to us perfectly repulsive. And if the birth of Christ loses 
its preciousness as the birth of the Son of God, then true Christmas- 
joy has departed. — There is no other source of knowledge about this 
birth than this story of our text and those portions of Scripture which 
relate the same incident. If we reject these words, then we reject 
Jesus, His miraculous birth, His divine nature, and with it our true 
joy in Christmas. 

b. What does our text assert? V.18: “Before they came to- 
gether,” etc. V.20b: “For that which is conceived in her is of the 
Holy Ghost.” Every true Christian confesses this every time he 
repeats the Creed. If it is surrendered, Jesus is not only reduced 
from divinity to humanity, but from the throne of God to the bondage 
of a low criminal, who deserved what the Jews gave Him. What fools 
those are who are celebrating the birthday of one who has practised 
such a deception upon the world! God preserve us from this! 

c. No, let us ever keep in our hearts the assurance that Jesus is 
the Emmanuel, v.23. Let us jealously and zealously see to it that in 
our schools, Sunday-schools, and churches the deity of Jesus Christ, 
His miraculous conception by the Holy Ghost, and His truly wonder- 
ful birth of the Virgin Mary are ever clearly and boldly confessed, 
taught, and believed. x 

a. During the entire time of the Old Testament, from the time 
that Adam and Eve had fallen into sin and brought misery upon 
themselves and their descendants up to the hour in which the last 
word of prophecy was written, God Himself and His prophets had 
promised One, a Prophet who would so teach, a Priest who would 
make such a sacrifice, and a King who would so rule and protect us 
that thereby we would be delivered from the guilt and the punish- 
ment and the dominion of sin and its consequences, from death and 
from the power of all evil spirits and of Satan himself. In our text 
one of the most glorious of these promises is mentioned: “Behold, 
a virgin,” etc. There are many others. For thousands of years the 
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people of God did long and pray for the time when God’s own Christ 
and Messiah would come to deliver His people! They had rejoiced 
in the leading of Moses, they had delighted in the psalms and the 
power of David, they had been cheered and enlightened by the teach- 
ing and brilliancy of Solomon, they had been strengthened by the 
prophecies of Isaiah and other prophets; but, oh, how they did long 
for One greater than Moses, more powerful and brilliant than David, 
Solomon, or Isaiah to come and help them! God at last fulfilled His 
promise and sent the Messiah. This Jesus is He, as our text ex- 
pressly states. 

b. This also is disputed by most people to-day. They tell us that 
Jesus, while He may have meant well, yet has not changed conditions 
much on this earth, — there is still sickness and sin and death, and 
the evil spirits still show their power over millions of men, — and thus 
they would have us believe that even the influence of the Bible is an 
influence in favor of superstition exerted by evil spirits. If we allow 
these people to rob us of the truth which our text teaches, that this 
Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, the fulfilment of the promises of the 
Old Testament, then our Christmas-joy is gone. Against the false 
denunciation and reviling of Jesus’ work let us remember that these 
people expect a Messiah whom God never promised and who will never 
appear on this earth. In the Old and in the New Testament God 
has taught us that His kingdom is not a kingdom of earthly glory; 
therefore also Jesus was born in a stable and died on a gallows. Jesus 
came to create a kingdom of spiritual peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost, which is to fill our hearts. Whoever accepts Him and His 
teaching has this blessedness established in his own heart, spirit, and 
soul. There is still work to do, but Jesus gives us the courage and 
the power and the joy of service to be happy in our work. Weeping, 
lamentation, anxiety, and tribulation must be borne by every Chris- 
tian also to the end of his life. Sickness and temporal death and 
separation from loved ones, pain and distress, —let come what will, 
we Christians have the spiritual power to say: “This is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith,” and in the midst of the 
darkness Jesus bestows upon us heavenly light, cheers our spirit, 
supports us, and causes us always to triumph and to rejoice evermore. 
Let, therefore, no false teacher disturb your joy in Jesus as the prom- 
ised Messiah, then you will always retain, even up to your dying day, 
your true Christmas-joy. 

3. 

a. Our text tells us expressly that this Child, whose birthday we 
are celebrating to-day, was to be called the Lord, our Savior, v. 21. 
That is what this name Jesus means. It means “God Himself, the 
Savior.” It is composed of two Hebrew words meaning Jehovah- 
Savior. Another word for Savior is Helper, Redeemer. From what 
is He to help us and to save us? From all the ills of life, whatever 
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they may be. At the bottom of all ills is sin, and the eonsequences 
of sin are sickness, strife, discontent, and all the evil passions and 
the diseases of the body, together with death and the expectation of 
eternal damnation and damnation itself. From all of this Jesus is 
to deliver us, not only temporarily, by improving conditions somewhat, 
but perfectly and forever. There are many things and persons on this 
earth that give temporary relief, some for a shorter and some for 
a longer time; but the only One who helps perfectly and helps forever 
is Jesus. Therefore He above all others is called God, the Savior. 
Through His suffering and death He has saved you from the guilt 
and the punishment of your sin. Through His Word and Sacrament 
He continually bestows this upon you. By faith in Him and His 
Word you continually accept it again and again; by His Word and 
Sacraments He is continually leading you on and on, till in heaven, 
when the perfect image of God is to be given you again, you will be 
perfectly renewed and restored to that innocence, righteousness, 
health of body, brilliancy of mind, and happiness of heart which 
Adam and Eve lost. 

b. If you allow any one to take this faith from you, then you 
allow some one to rob you of your Christmas-joy. Believe in this, 
believe what the text here teaches you — Jesus is my Savior (Luther’s 
explanation of the Second Article), and you will always, unto your 
dying day, retain your Christmas-joy, and your Christmas-joy will 
then be changed into the eternal happiness and blessedness of heaven. 
(Hymn 150, 4. 8. 18.) S. 


Second Christmas Day. 
Luke 1, 46—55. 


We have been accused of not giving due honor to the Virgin 
Mary. Romanists tell us that we are certainly displeasing her divine 
Son because we do not bestow the proper honor upon His blessed 
mother. These accusations are false. We honor the Virgin Mary. 
Catholics themselves admit that the Virgin Mary can be honored 
too highly. We certainly dare not place her above the Holy Trinity. 

What, then, is the proper honor to be bestowed upon the Virgin 
Mary? The answer to this question is found in our text. The 
Virgin Mary herself, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, teaches 
us how we are to think and speak of her. Our text answers the 
question : — 


WHAT DOES THE VIRGIN MARY TELL US 
CONCERNING HERSELF? 
She tells us — 
1. That she is sinful, and that Jesus is her Savior. 
9. That she is a lowly servant, and that Jesus is her Lord 
and God. 
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1. 


a. Mary in our text certainly does not claim to be sinless. The 
Bible everywhere teaches that all men and women are sinful, and 
that “there is not a just man upon earth that doeth good and sinneth 
not.” Eccl. 7, 20. The only exception which the Bible makes is 
Jesus Christ, of whom we are expressly told that He was “separate 
from sinners,” that none could convince Him of sin, John 8, 46, that 
He is a perfectly holy High Priest, Heb. 7, 26. 

Mary, however, made a number of mistakes—in the Temple, 
when Jesus was twelve years old, she had to be corrected. Jesus 
Himself declares that her faith was not such as He found in that 
heathen convert, the captain of Capernaum, Matt. 8, 10. 

To say that the Virgin Mary is sinless is to contradict God 
Himself and make Him a liar — what a horrible blasphemy! 

If one then asks, “How can Mary’s Son be sinless when at the 
very beginning He lived in such intimacy of life with her as a Child 
within its mother?’ we answer that this is a matter for God’s 
omnipotence; God has not asked us to solve this problem. He has 
told us that in Jesus there is no sin and never was sin, and He has 
told us that the Virgin Mary was a sinful woman. 

We do the Virgin Mary no wrong by teaching this. She her- 
self admits that she was of low estate, v.48, and of low degree, v. 52. 
She is not speaking simply of her social position, — that was an 
insignificant matter, —she means her sinful, defective soul and 
character in the sight of God. When she speaks of the fact that 
God filled the hungry with good things, v. 53, she does not mean to 
say that she was hungry for high honors and a high position and the 
adoration of mankind,—that would have been confessing to rebel- 
lion against God Himself; —she is speaking of her hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, such as every sinful, but believing child of 
God experiences. She confessed her sin and need of forgiveness 
and righteousness. 

Sinfulness does not necessarily mean such depravity as renders 
a person infamous and a social outcast. All Christians confess 
themselves sinful, and yet most of them are very respectable people. 


b. Therefore Mary confessed her Son to be also her Savior. 
Without Jesus Mary would have been lost. She, too, was a child 
of Adam. Coequal with Adam and all the children of men, because 
of Adam’s fall and sin and because of her own fall and sin, but 
saved alone by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

Let us keep in mind that there are not any number of ways to 
be saved, that, e. g., Mary was saved by being born sinless, so that she 
needed no Savior at all, and that there have lived a number of men 
and women so holy and sinless (Roman saints) that they were saved 
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and taken to heaven because of their own goodness and good works. 
Every once in a while we hear men declare that some one deserves 
heaven because of some one good deed or sacrifice — “a soldier who 
dies on the field of battle or a very charitable person certainly goes 
to heaven.” Some beggar to whom you give a dollar may be likely 
to tell you that you certainly will go to heaven for giving him 
a dollar. The Pope is willing to say that you will certainly inherit 
heaven if you pay him for selling it to you. He is ready to sell 
heaven to any one who is ready to buy from him. And then there 
are people who are willing to say that everybody is finally going to 
heaven. But the Bible teaches that every single human being, except 
the Savior Himself, goes to heaven because of the Savior, who 
alone is “the Way.” The Savior bought for us forgiveness of sin, 
redemption from eternal damnation and from the power of Satan, 
therefore He is the Savior of all; and there is no other way than 
to learn to know this Savior, to believe in Him, and to cling to Him 
unto death. Thus Mary was saved and taken to heaven, therefore 
she here recognizes the Lord Jesus as her God and Savior. 


Let us honor her, not by contradicting God, but by following 
Mary’s faith in Jesus, the Savior! 


2. 


a. As to her adoration, the Bible expressly tells us that no one 
is to be adored in prayer except God Himself. Jesus said positively: 
“Thou shalt worship the Lord, thy God, and Him only shalt thou 
serve.” Matt. 4, 10. Before we dare adore any one in prayer, we 
must have an express command and promise of God. Let us there- 
fore not disgrace the blessed Virgin by accusing her of telling us 
falsehoods, but let us speak of her as God speaks of her and as she 
speaks of herself, a lowly servant of God, the humble and obedient 
handmaid of the Lord. 

b. Mary was far from wishing to be considered the queen of 
heaven or to be placed about on a level with her divine Son. She 
confesses very definitely that her divine Son is her God and Lord, 
vv. 46.47. She confesses that she is not that powerful queen and 
mistress of heaven who can hear and answer the prayers of those 
who call upon her and give to them, and bestow upon them, what- 
soever she will. She calls herself the lowly handmaiden of the Lord. 
She herself must go for blessing to that God whom we all adore, 
whose alone is the kingdom and the power and the glory, who alone 
is the Giver of every good gift, who alone is the Source of all 
blessing, who alone dispenses favors, and who alone can bless us, 
so that we are and remain blessed. 

Therefore Mary confesses here that this Jesus, her Child, is 
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her God and Lord. In some respects it was more difficult for her 
than for us to believe that her own child was her God and Creator, 
and yet God bestowed this great grace upon her. Let us pray God 
to keep us in the same faith. S. 


Sunday after Christmas. 
Luke 2, 22—32. 


Christmas has again been celebrated. Not all these celebrations 
were pleasing to God. Some of those who celebrated were disap- 
pointed and had a sad Christmas. Others enjoyed a kind of fool’s 
paradise in simply enjoying the material gifts of God without giving 
Him thanks and without recognizing the greatest of all gifts of God, 
the gift of His Son. 

What kind of Christmas have we celebrated? Compare your 
Christmas with the Christmas that is recorded here of Simeon. For 
this purpose let us now consider — 


SIMEON’S CHRISTMAS. 
It was 


1. A Christmas full of joy, 2. A Christmas full of hope. 
4% 


a. Simeon’s Christmas was full of joy because he saw in Jesus 
his Savior, v.30. Simeon himself knew his own sin, and realized 
that he needed a Savior. He saw sin and its terrible consequences 
in his own people, the Jews, and in Jesus he saw the salvation 
which God Himself had provided for sinners. That is why it was 
such a joyful Christmas for him. 

That is true Christmas-joy. We should recognize our own sins 
with alarm and contrition and satisfy our hunger and thirst after 
righteousness in looking upon the Christ-child, our Savior. (Hymn 
153, 1—3.) 

b. Simeon’s Christmas was joyful because in the birth of Christ 
he saw the fulfilment of God’s promises, v. 26. There were the 
promises of the Old Testament concerning the Messiah, which spoke 
of Him as a Prophet like unto Moses and greater than Moses, spoke 
of Him as a Priest like unto Melchizedek and greater than Melchi- 
zedek, spoke of Him as a King like unto David and Solomon and 
greater than they, spoke of Him as the Son of Man and the Son of 
God. To Simeon personally there had come the promise of God that 
he should not die before he had seen the Messiah. When, therefore, 
he saw the little Jesus and held Him in his arms, he experienced the 
fulfilment of God’s promises. What happiness! 

These promises of the Old Testament concerning the Messiah 
were not for Simeon only, they are given also to us, and in the birth 
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of Jesus we have their fulfilment. And more than that, God also 
fulfils His promises to us every day; for Jesus teaches us, leads us, 
and protects us, is a Friend to us, and is present with us. Daily we 
personally experience the faithfulness of God. Every Christmas 
this faithfulness of God in fulfilling His promises to us makes our 
Christmas a very joyful Christmas. 


2, 


a. Simeon’s Christmas was not only one of present joy, but one 
of glorious outlook. He was happy as it was, but he looked forward 
to greater joy yet to come. That is an important distinction between 
the joys of the ungodly and the joys of Christians. Ungodly people 
at times have joys, but these are limited, uncertain, and of short 
duration. Their experience tells them that after Christmas-joys 
there may come very bitter tears and very great sorrows. It is other- 
wise with Christians. We see that here in Simeon. He knew that 
his end was now near at hand, v.29. Did that make him sad? Did 
that distress him? With a joyful heart he exclaims: “Lord, now 
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace.” Simeon knew that 
through Jesus not only his sin, but also its curse, death, was taken 
away from him, and everlasting life was his. Simeon knew that 
through Jesus Christ that which men call death had become for him 
simply a transference from an existence which is a constant dying 
to an existence which is an eternal life of fulness of joy. Simeon 
saw death approaching, he saw death working in his own body. So 
it is with all men. Every hour we live shortens our life by one 
hour. We grow up like a flower, and at the very best, if we have 
bloomed for a short season, we begin to wilt, wither, and weaken, 
and every one can see that we are approaching the end of our earthly 
existence. So our life here upon this earth is a constant march 
towards the grave. It is a constant dying. Oh, the poor people who 
have no other hope than that! They are then without Christ, with- 
out God, and without hope in this world. It was not so with Simeon; 
therefore he said cheerfully: “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant 
depart in peace.” What an outlook! 

b. How is it with you this Christmas? Is your heart full of joy 
and hope, or do you have your misgivings about what may be on 
the way? Are you sure that every Christmas brings us nearer to 
the genuine and eternal and most blessed Christmas of all, the 
Christmas celebration of heaven? Do you long to be there with your 
Savior, and can you say with Simeon: “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy 
servant depart in peace”? God grant us that our Christmas may 
ever be as Simeon’s Christmas, a Christmas of such joy and 
a Christmas of such a blessed and sure hope! (Hymn 183, 4. 5.) 

S. 


464 x Siteratur. 


Literatur. 


Concordia Publishing House announces: — 

Lessons in the Small Catechism of Dr. Martin Luther. By Geo. 
Mezger, Professor at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 
90 cts. 

A most excellent book! It is almost entirely a reprint of the Lessons 
for the Catechism Department (Senior division) of the Lutheran Sunday- 
school, issued by Concordia Publishing House during the year 1923. The 
Small Catechism is explained here in a simple, popular manner, but suf- 
ficiently fully to give the reader a fair understanding of the doctrinal 
position of the Lutheran Church and of the Scriptural basis for that posi- 
tion. Pastors and teachers should by all means possess themselves of the 
book. It seems to me that it is a splendid work to be used in confirmation 
classes for adults. 


Woman Suffrage in the Church. An Opinion Rendered by W.H.T. Dau. 
Price, 10 cts. a copy. 
A thorough and able discussion of a burning question. A. 


ym Verlag von Johannes Herrmann, Zwidau, Sadjen, ift erfchienen: 

1. Der Brief an die Römer, An Briefen an Glaubensbrüder. Bon D. E.M. 
Zorn. Gefdmadvoll gebunden. Preis: 50 Cts. 

2. Die ganze driftliche Lehre in 1 Moje 1—5. Bon D.E.M. Born. Ges 
fchmadvoll gebunden. "Preis: 45 Cts. 

3. Ein letztes apoftolifches8 Wort an alle recgtichaffenen Diener am Wort. 
Dargeboten von D.E.M. Zorn. Preis: 20 Cts. 

Die lektgenannte Schrift behandelt 2 Tim. 4, 1—5. Die Titel der andern 
Bücher befchreiben den Inhalt genau. Die Tatfache, dak D. Born der Berfaffer 
ift, garantiert auch ohne befondere Verficherung, daß hier fernige, treffliche Speife 
N wird. Mögen die Schriften die günftige Aufnahme finden, die fie ber= 

ienen! 
4. Laßt uns unfere Pflicht tun! Bon P.°A. Lehenbauer Preis: 20 Cts. 

Urfprünglih in der Form bon Auffägen für das ,Kirdenblatt” unferer 
Brüder in Sitdamerifa verfaßt, ift diefe Schrift, die vom chriftlichen Geben 
handelt, nichtsdeftoweniger auch für uns hier in Nordamerika wertvoll. Frifch, 
an twird das große und gerade jeßt bejonders zeitgemäße Thema 

ehanbdelt. 


‚5. Ev.-Luth. Hausfrennd - Kalender für 1924. Herausgeber: D. O. Wille: 
fomm. Preis: 15 Cts. 
Erbaufich, intereffant, lehrreih! Schön ift befonders der Wuffak P. Lehen 
bauer3 über jeine Erlebniffe in der brafilianifchen Urwaldmiffion. 


6. The Neighbors at-the Brook. A story for children. By Margarete 
Lenk. Price, 20 cts.; dozen, $2.00, and postage. 
Another booklet which deserves a warm welcome and will delight the 
hearts of our children during the coming holidays. Its exterior is extremely 
attractive and a worthy setting for the little gem it offers. 


Molodh Hamburg. Zeitgefhichtliches Sittenbild von 3.6.3. Ommerborn. 
VolkswachtzVerlag, Hamburg. 

Dies Buch, das feinen Gegenftand in der Form einer Erzählung behandelt, 
ift auSgejandt von der deutfchen Mitternachtsmiffion, die unter der Adreffe Hame 
burg 5, Weranderftrage 21/23, um Hilfe bittet. Grauenhaft find die Schil- 
derungen bon dem Jammer, den der Unzuchtsteufel, unterftüßt von getwiffentofer 
Geldprogen, in Hamburg anrichtet und dem die Mitternadhtsmiffion nad) Kräften 
entgegenarbeitet. Der Preis des Buches ift nicht angegeben. A. 


The Birthday of the King. A Christmas service for Sunday-schools. 


1923. Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, 0. Price: Single copies, 
6 cts.; dozen, 60 cts.; hundred, $4.50. 


Songs (some of them old favorites), the tunes being given, recitations, 
and liturgical material constitute this service. 


